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Amanda Pinto KC

Call: 1983 / Silk: 2006

An expert in financial wrongdoing, Amanda Pinto KC is involved in many high-profile cases involving corporate crime,
fraud, money laundering, asset recovery and bribery issues, often with an international dimension.

She regularly appears in cases involving the SFO and FCA

Amanda’s expertise is sought by clients across the globe, from politicians and foreign Law Officers, large multi-national
organisations and government agencies to small corporates, company boards and officers, and individual private clients.
She often advises corporates and company officers who are caught up in business wrongdoing during or after a corporate
M&A or internal investigations which she has experience of undertaking.

Internationally, she has advised or appeared as an expert in Gibraltar, Greece, New Zealand, the Middle East and Cyprus.
She is an expert on sanctions law.

She is recognised as a leader by the directories in Criminal Fraud, Financial Crime Corporates and Financial Crime
Individual.

Financial Crime

Amanda defends and prosecutes mainly in financial and complex crime cases, often involving the SFO and FCA. Many of
her cases are confidential or resolved in favour of her client before a trial. She is “a stellar barrister” (Legal 500 2025) “a
formidable advocate and a market leader” (Chambers UK 2024) and was shortlisted for Fraud: Crime Silk of the Year
2025 by the Legal 500 and Corporate Crime Silk of the Year 2022 by Chambers UK. Her cases can involve money market
and benchmark instruments, sophisticated investor problems and collective investment schemes. Her talent lies in making
complicated issues easy to understand.

3 Raymond Buildings, Gray’s Inn, London WC1R 5BH | T: +44 (0)20 7400 6400 (24 hours) | E: clerks@3rblaw.com


mailto:clerks@3rblaw.com

ssssssssss

Work in this area includes:

e SFO v Glencore, representing an individual charged in the ongoing SFO investigation into corruption in West
Africa by Glencore (trial listed 2027)

e Conducting two confidential internal investigations into serious allegations for a very large media group

e Representing an individual in Account Freezing Order proceedings following conviction for fraud of a related party

e Defending the Director of an electrical engineering company on allegations of bribery and fraud on local authority
(trial listed 2026)

e Prosecuting R v Skeene and Bowers conspiracy to defraud investors (at trial and on appeal, leave to appeal to the
Supreme Court refused)

e Defending the Director of a construction company on allegations of bribery and fraud on a national building
company (causing prosecution to drop the fraud and compromise the trial)

¢ Defending the CEO of an engineering company in bribery allegations against Coca Cola — (causing it to be dropped
against him, pre-trial)

e Conducted private prosecution against a KC for corruption in the planning process

¢ Representing the FCA in an investigation into fraud by a director on his company and investors (confidential)

e Advising the FCA pre-charge in a complex investigation into selling risky debt instruments to the public via
intermediaries (confidential)

¢ Defending a US citizen in a UK private prosecution arising out of a commercial dispute alongside civil proceedings
in the US and UK (causing prosecution to be dropped, pre-trial)

e Conducting confidential internal investigations into serious allegations for a very large media group

e Defending a bank submitter in the SFO’s Euribor rigging case (acquitted at trial)

e Misconduct in public office by public official (providing genuine UK visas for cash in the Philippines

e Appearing as an expert on the English law of abuse of process in a Greek criminal trial for a British company
director (acquitted)

Advisory work:

e Advising a foreign state’s law officers in various serious criminal investigations (confidential)

e Advising a foreign national on how to restructure a global corporate group of entities in line with UK MLA
requirements

e Advising a company Board after its takeover of another company with an undisclosed pre-acquisition, fraudulent
history

e Advising the SFO on specific matters relating to ongoing investigations including on corporate criminal liability, the
use of production orders, public interest in a foreign context (confidential)

Notable Financial Crime cases

e Glencore

e R v Skeene and Bowers

Prosecuting a Brazilian teak investment fraud for the SFO resulting in convictions. (Appeal against conviction and
sentence refused and permission to appeal to the Supreme Court refused)
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Bribery & Corruption

Amanda is instructed in bribery and corruption cases, both domestically and across the globe. She represents the
prosecution or the defence in numerous cases brought under the Bribery Act 2010 or its predecessor statutes.

Work in this area includes:

e SFO v Glencore, representing an individual charged in the ongoing SFO investigation into bribery by Glencore
(trial listed 2027)

e Defending the Director of an electrical engineering company on allegations of bribery and fraud (trial listed 2026)

e Defending the Director of a construction company on allegations of bribery and fraud (causing prosecution to drop
the fraud and compromise the trial)

e Defending the CEO of an engineering company in bribery allegations against Coca Cola — (causing it to be dropped
against him, pre-trial)

e Brought private prosecution against a QC for corruption in the planning process.

e Advising a company Board on potential instances of failing to prevent foreign bribery in the context of an
investment deal and funding arrangements.

Advisory work:

e Advising a foreign state’s law officers in various serious criminal investigations including re DPA issues
(confidential)

e Advising a foreign national on how to restructure a global corporate group of entities in line with UK MLA
requirements

e Advising a company Board after its takeover of another company with an undisclosed pre-acquisition, fraudulent
history

e Advising a company Board on potential instances of failing to prevent foreign bribery in the context of an
investment deal and funding arrangements

e Advising the SFO on specific matters relating to ongoing investigations including on corporate criminal liability, the
use of production orders, public interest in a foreign context (confidential)

Notable Bribery & Corruption cases

e Glencore

¢ R v Skeene and Bowers

Prosecuting a Brazilian teak investment fraud for the SFO resulting in convictions. (Appeal against conviction and
sentence refused and permission to appeal to the Supreme Court refused)
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Data Protection

Amanda has been instructed by a foreign state department to investigate data leaks and to advise on the prosecution of
those responsible. She has in depth knowledge of the UK Data Protection Acts and advises on compliance with statutory
obligations and the meaning of phrases such as “obtaining without the data controller’s consent”. She has advised on the
impact of the UK law on international data protection issues.

Notable Data Protection cases

e Advising a foreign state’s law officers in various serious criminal investigations including re DPA issues
(confidential)

Financial Services

Amanda is an expert in financial services having been involved in numerous cases for the FCA and SFO concerning
financial instruments, derivatives and reference rates. She also prosecutes and defends those who are regulated by the
FCA and those who are unregulated and accused of acting in breach of FSMA and the Financial Services Act.

She successfully represented a Barclays Bank submitter in the Euribor conspiracy to defraud.

She has represented the SFO in hedge fund and interests rate swap and derivatives frauds, including cases where
unregulated individuals have held their business out as regulated.

Notable Financial Services cases

e R v Skeene and Bowers

Prosecuting a Brazilian teak investment fraud for the SFO resulting in convictions. (Appeal against conviction and
sentence refused and permission to appeal to the Supreme Court refused)

e Advising FCA on prosecution of the regulated Director of a private investment firm. (confidential)

e Advising FCA on prosecution of regulated and non-regulated individuals in a wide ranging fraud on
investors. (confidential)

¢ R v Bohart
Submitter of Euribor for Barclays Bank conspiracy to defraud — acquitted

e Advising the SFO in respect of false reports to market in Tesco
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Money Laundering & Proceeds of Crime

Amanda has deep experience of advising on international money laundering. She is used to directing investigations into
large-scale or complex asset tracing with excellent results for clients. She advises at every step of the process, including
on making SARs and DAMLs, money laundering compliance and AML obligations in the regulated sector, as well as
prosecuting and defending prosecutions for money laundering offences. Recently she has specifically advised on restraint
orders, account freezing orders and revisiting available amount in confiscation proceedings.

Amanda has trained foreign judges, prosecutors and lawyers on money laundering, financial crime and corruption in the
Middle East, Moscow, Hong-Kong and China.

Notable Money Laundering & Proceeds of Crime cases

e HMRCvVv A
Account freezing order — agreed return of 50% of frozen funds

e ReH
Advice on application and effect of restraint order

* R v Skeene and Bowers
Advising on money laundering offences and use of material gathered by the POC team

e Operation GFXI

A Forex global investment scheme in which investors money was laundered through numerous companies and
accounts internationally.

Mutual Legal Assistance

Amanda is very familiar with MLA requests on behalf of UK authorities and individuals who are affected by them. She is
instructed by UK and foreign law firms and has given evidence in foreign courts on English law. She advises clients on
how best to obtain foreign material but, equally, how best to challenge the impact of MLA requests for private clients.

Notable Mutual Legal Assistance cases

* R v Skeene and Bowers
Significant MLA with various countries around the globe, including Brazil, UAE and Mauritius

e RvG
Proceedings held in Greece, following MLA from the UK
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Private Prosecutions

Amanda has conducted and defended in private prosecution proceedings for many years. She is experienced in advising
corporates who have been the victim of crime and are considering taking this step when prosecuting authorities do not
proceed. She gives assistance Amanda has also conducted a private prosecution for an individual whose planning
application was undermined by his advisors.

Notable Private Prosecutions cases

e Defending a US citizen in a UK private prosecution arising out of a commercial dispute alongside civil
proceedings in the US and UK (causing prosecution to be dropped, pre-trial)

Sanctions

Amanda is an expert on sanctions, advising UK and overseas lawyers and clients on the UK sanctions regime.

Recently she advised a foreign lawyer on the impact of a designation in the UK, and an individual whose partner is a
designated person on their rights and obligations as it affects commercial contracts.

She is co-author of the Sanctions chapter in Smith and Owen on Asset Recovery (latest ed 2025). UK Sanctions Law
and Practice by Pinto, Haines and O’Sullivan is to be published by OUP in early 2026.

Public Law

Amanda is experienced in public law cases. As well as mounting challenges to administrative decisions, government
agencies have called upon her expertise when meeting challenges to judicial review cases. She is currently instructed in a
case where there is a significant underlying sensitive issue which is the subject of CLOSED proceedings.

Notable Public Law cases

¢ R(on the application of Valencia Waste Management td) v Environment Agency [2024] EWHC (Admin)
Ongoing proceedings in the Administrative Court in concurrent Open and Closed proceedings.
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Search & Seizure

Amanda has great experience of litigation in respect of applications for and challenges to search warrants and production
orders. She has successfully advised and appeared for law enforcement agencies, when obtaining and executing
nationally coordinated search warrants, terrorism and cases of the utmost national interest sensitivity, on how best to
obtain necessary material.

Directory Recommendations

“Amanda grasps complex matters really quickly ... is excellent with clients and a real pleasure to work with.” Chambers
UK 2026: Financial Crime

“... an excellent strategic thinker ...” Chambers UK 2026: Financial; Crime — Corporates
“Amanda is a stellar barrister.” Legal 500 2026: Fraud Crime

“Amanda is a great lawyer, great to work with, and pragmatic with a razor sharp mind.” Chambers UK 2025: Financial
Crime

“She is loved by the court and very well liked by the judiciary.” “Amanda is a superb advocate who is very well connected,
with great judgement.” Chambers UK 2025: Financial Crime — Corporates

“Amanda is a great lawyer, great to work with, and pragmatic with a razor sharp mind.” Chambers UK 2025: Financial
Crime

“She is loved by the court and very well liked by the judiciary. Amanda is a superb advocate who is very well connected,
with great judgement.” Chambers UK 2025: Financial Crime: Corporates

“Charming with the court, experienced and sensible.” Legal 500 2025: Fraud: Crime

“Amanda is superb. She builds good relationships with clients and her advocacy exudes gravitas and authority.” Legal
500 2024

“She is one of the leading silks in corporate crime, is a brilliant team leader and can sensitively and skilfully identify the key
issues and solutions in any corporate investigation.” Legal 500 2024

“She is a formidable advocate and a market leader.” Chambers UK 2024

“She is subtle and gentle but a complete rock when she needs to be. Judges and juries really like her manner.” “She is
always thinking outside the box in terms of different strategies in preparing different defences.” Chambers UK 2024

“Amanda is clear-sighted and knows where she wants to go. She is good at getting everyone to go in the right direction
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and speaks from a position of authority and knowledge.” Chambers UK 2024

“Amanda is superb. She builds good relationships with clients and her advocacy exudes gravitas and authority.” Legal
500 2024

“She is one of the leading silks in corporate crime, is a brilliant team leader and can sensitively and skilfully identify the key
issues and solutions in any corporate investigation.” Legal 500 2024

Education

1991 Introduction to the History of Art, Birkbeck College, University of London (distinction)

1982 MA Gonville and Caius College, University of Cambridge (exhibitioner)

Publications

Co-Author Corporate Criminal Liability by Pinto and Evans (4th Edition, 2021 Sweet and Maxwell)
2012-present — Contributing editor to Blackstone’s Criminal Practice on corporate crime

2019- present — Contributing editor in relation to sanctions: Smith, Owen and Bodnar on Asset Recovery

Appointments

2024 — Patron of the Next 100 Years Project

2023 — Trustee of Paintings in Hospitals

2022 — Committee member of the Inns of Court Alliance for Women

2022 Nominated Legal 500 Corporate Crime Silk of the Year

2022 — Trustee of the Race Equality Foundation

2021 — Appointed to the Panel of Recognised International Market Experts
in Finance (“PRIME Finance”)

2021 International Leader for 2021, The Women in Law Justitia Award
nominee

2021 — Mentor Birbeck College University of London

2020 Chair of the Bar of England and Wales
Shortlisted for Chambers & Partners Outstanding Contribution to

2020 . . .
Diversity and Inclusion Award

2019 Vice Chair of the Bar of England and Wales
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2018 — 2024 Champion of the First 100 Years Project
2017 — 2020 Deputy Chair of the Tate Members Council
Trustee of the Slynn Foundation (enhancing the rule of law and

2015 — 2024 N . .

justice systems internationally)
2014 - 2018 Chair of the international Committee of the Bar Council

Bencher of Middle Temple, advocacy and ethics trainer; member of
2014 — the Bencher Selection Advisory Committee (20141 — 2017) and

International Committee (2014 — 2019)
2014 — 2018 Trustee of the Tate Members Charity
United Kingdom representative on the Council of International

2009 - 2017 Criminal Bar
2005 — Serious Fraud Office QC/KC counsel panel member
2004 — Recorder of the Crown Court (part-time Judge in serious crime)

Other Information

In 2020 Amanda was elected Chair of the Bar Council of England and Wales. In 2021 she was appointed to the PRIME
Finance expert panel as a global expert in complex financial products. In 2022 she was nominated by Chambers and
Partners for Corporate Crime Silk of the Year.

Amanda has trained foreign judges, prosecutors and lawyers on money laundering, financial crime and corruption in the
Middle East, Moscow, Hong-Kong, China.

Accreditations
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Privacy Statement

I, Amanda Pinto KC , am a data controller and can be contacted at 3 Raymond Buildings, Gray’s Inn, London WC1R 5BH
or by telephone on 020 7400 6400 or by email at amanda.pinto@3rblaw.com. My Data Protection Policy can be found on
below.

All personal data that | process is for the purposes of providing legal services, conducting conflict-checks, marketing,
defending potential complaints, legal proceedings or fee disputes, keeping anti-money laundering records, training other
barristers and pupils and when providing work-shadowing opportunities, and/or exercising a right to a lien. The types of
data | process vary upon the nature of the legal matter in relation to which | am engaged to advise, but can include names,
contact details, biographic details and ‘special category personal data’ (such as details of racial or ethnic origin, political
opinions, religious or philosophical beliefs, health, sex life and criminal convictions and proceedings).

Depending upon the circumstances of the case, the legal bases upon which | process personal data are (i) the
performance of a contract to which the data subject is a party or in order to take steps at the request of the data subject
prior to entering into a contract, (ii) the processing is necessary to comply with legal obligations to which | am subject, or
(iii) the processing is necessary for the legitimate interests set out above, except where such interests are overridden by
the interests or fundamental rights and freedoms of the data subjects which require protection of personal data, in
particular where the data subject is a child. When | rely on (iii) legitimate interests, my ‘Legitimate Interests Assessment’
can be found here. When | process data which has not been obtained directly from the data subject (eg personal data
contained in evidential materials), it will have been supplied to me as part of my instructions in circumstances covered by
legal professional privilege.

Depending upon the circumstances of the case, | may share the personal data with:

my Chambers, which supplies professional and administrative support to my practice;
Courts and other tribunals to whom documents are presented;

my lay and professional clients;

potential withesses, in particular experts, and friends or family of the data subject;
solicitors, barristers, pupils, mini pupils and other legal representatives;

ombudsmen and regulatory authorities;

current, past or prospective employers;

education and examining bodies;

business associates, professional advisers and trade bodies.

© ® N o~ N

| retain personal data for no longer than 7 years after the case has come to an end or as otherwise required by law.

| do not intend to transfer data to any country which is not either within the European Union, or otherwise permitted by UK
data protection legislation.

Under the UK GDPR, data subjects whose personal data | process have the right to request from me access to, and
rectification or erasure of, their personal data, the right to the restriction of processing concerning them, the right to object
to processing as well as the right to data portability. Data subjects also have the right to lodge a complaint with the
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Information Commissioner’s Office (ico.org.uk).

In cases where there is a contract between me and the data subject, the provision of personal data is a contractual
requirement and the data subject is obliged to provide the personal data in order that | can supply legal services. A failure
to provide such data may mean that | will not be able to provide those legal services.

Rev 2.1 31.05.2024
Data Protection Policy

Legitimate Interests Assessment
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